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CC Pecan Food Show Winners 2004 Pecan Poster Contest Winners Announced 

The 2004 Colorado County Pecan 
Food Show, which is sponsored by the 
Colorado County Pecan Task Force 
Committee and Texas Cooperative 
Extension in Colorado County, was 
held on Monday, November 22,2004 
at the Colorado County Courthouse in 
Columbus. Youth and adult partici- 
pants were able to place entries in 6 
classes: Cookies, Cakes, Candy, Pies, 
Quick Breads, and Miscellaneous. 
The entries were judged and then dis- 
played and sold to the public at the 
courthouse. 

Grand and Reserve Champion 
winners in these two age groups and 
classes were: Youth Division: Cook- 
ies, Grand Champion: Andrea Stock, 
Weimar; Cookies, Reserve Champion: 
Walter Christensen & Preston Pickett, 
Columbus; Cakes, Grand Champion: 
Laura Moeller, Columbus; Candy, 

Grand Champion: Rristy Kulhanck, 
Fayetteville; Pies, Grand Champion: 
Kristy Kulhanek, Fayetteville; Pies, 
Reserve Champion: William Christe- 
nsen, Columbus; Quick Breads, Grand 
Champion, Dylan Hasse, Weimar; 
Quick Breads, Reserve Champion: 
Laura Moeller, Columbus. 

Adult Division: Cookies, Grand 
Champion: Catherine Berger, Garw- 
ood; Cookies, Reserve Champion: Su- 
zy Boettcher, Columbus; Cakes, Gra- 
nd Champion: Catherine Berger, Gar- 
wood; Cakes, Reserve Champion: M- 
onica Stock, Weimar; Candy, Grand 
Champion: Suzy Boettcher, Columb- 
us; Pies, Grand Champion: Barbara P- 
rause, Columbus; Pies, Reserve Cha- 
mpion: Stuart Hill, Columbus; Misc- 
ellaneous, Grand Champion: Mary 
Ann Henneke, Nada. 

Forest Oaks Proud 
hold progressive dinner 

By Dorothy Welch 

Santa's Helpers - 
Now Hiring! 

'Tis the season to make money. 
Work opportunities abound around the 
holidays. From Oct. through Jan.. 
businesses hire additional employees 
to keep up with the demand from in- 
creased holiday sales. "Extra work 
around the holiday season is benefi- 
cial to employers, employees and the 
economy as a whole," said Texas 
Workforce Commission (TWC) Chair 
Diane Rath. "The extra revenue from 
holiday sales allows for extra hiring, 
which in turn gives the workforce 
more disposable income and allows 
for a rise in consumer spending. It's a 
win-win situation all around." 

The last holiday season showed an 
increase in the number of people em- 
ployed across the state. Last year, 
100,700 jobs were gained from Au- 
gust through Dec. The biggest work- 
force boosts usually occur in the re- 
tail sector, with transportation, ware- 
housing and trade also seeing in- 
creases. 

"This is a traditional time for em- 
ployers in many industries to add to 
the workforce as business activity ex- 
pands and sales increase," said TWC 
Commissioner Representing Employ- 
ers Ron Lehman. "We are already see- 
ing gains over the last year in virtu- 
ally every major industry, and further 
increases due to the holidays will only 
add to those." 

TWC recently launched a new re- 
source for job-seekers, WorklnTe- 
xas.com. This powerful, web-based 
tool matches employers of all sizes 
with workers from entry-level to ex- 
ecutive. WorkInTexas.com also offers 
career resources, including informa- 
tion about resume preparation, job in- 
terview tips and current employment 
data. 

"It is good to see so many workers 
joining the labor force, whether for 
temporary or permanent employ- 
ment," said TWC Commissioner Rep- 
resenting Labor Ronny Congleton. 
"Seasonal employment not only adds 
to an individual's income, but in many 
cases, a temporary job can be the 
springboard to permanent employ- 
ment." 

Employers and job seekers alike 
sometimes have questions about laws 
relating to temporary work. TWC of- 
fers the following information about 
seasonal staffing: 

• Temporary employees are subject 
to the same laws as regular full or part- 
time employees. Even if a worker's 
job is scheduled to end at a specific 
time, temporary staff members are not 
contract labor. They are entitled to the 
same protections under the law as 
regular employees. 

• The Texas Payday Law requires 
that both temporary and regular em- 
ployees receive their wages in full and 
in a timely manner. Employers can- 
not withhold any amount of a pay- 
check without prior written authori- 
zation from the employee, or unless 
authorized by state or federal law, or 
by court order. Additionally, current 
minimum wage laws apply to wages 
earned. 

. • Employers must pay Unemploy- 
ment Insurance taxes on their tempo- 
rary employees. The wages earned 
must be reported and are subject to 
taxes. This law applies even though a 
temporary employee knows from the 
outset that the job will end at a set time 

and the employee doesn't plan to seek 
another job after that assignment has 
ended. 

• Federal and Texas child labor 
laws ensure that children are not em- 
ployed in an occupation or manner that 
is detrimental to their safety, health or 
well-being. Any individual under 18 
years of age is defined as a child. 
Youths age 16 and 17 may perform 
any job not declared hazardous by the 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) for 
unlimited hours. Youths ;igc 14 and 15 
may work outside school hours in 
various nonmanufacturing, non- 
mining, nonhazardous jobs under the 
following conditions: no more than 
three hours on a school day, 18 hours 
in a school week, eight hours on a 
nonschool day or 40 hours in a 
nonschool week. Except during the 
summer, 14-and 15-year-old employ- 
ees may not begin work before 7 a.m. 
or work after 7 p.m. 

Saftey Tips 

Amid beautiful, twinkling Christ- 
mas lights on homes and the sounds 
of seasonal music and sleigh bells at 
front doors, many residents and prop- 
erty owners in the Forest Oaks Subdi- 
vision visited the homes of Ed and 
Betty Walker, Dorothy Welch, and 
Ron and Joyce Chastain on Saturday, 
December 4, launching the holiday 
season and celebrating an evening of 
community spirit, friendship, and 
feasting at the annual Forest Oaks 
Proud Progressive Dinner while en- 
joying superb winter weather and crisp 
night air. 

An attractive, delicious, bountiful 
assortment of hors d'oeuvres and sal- 
ads greeted participants at the Walker 
house, a beautifully decorated and fur- 
nished new home which was further 
enhanced by the Walker's gracious 
welcome. Mrs. Scott Smyth and Mrs. 
Ted Francis assisted Betty with this 
course. 

Colorado and Forest Oaks resi- 
dents. Danielle and James Eldridge, 
daughter and son-in-law of Ms. Welch 
and co-hosts, cheerfully greeted guests 
with their warm, engaging hospitality 
and offered open seating at the dining 
and sun room tables of the Welch 
home. The tables were tastefully ap- 
pointed with centerpieces of snowy 
white seasonal flowers and illumi- 

nated with candles, overhead cande- 
labrum, glittering crystal, and silver. 
Guests served themselves at a festive, 
colorful buffet featuring treasured 
recipes and holiday favorites of Ms. 
Welch and Danielle. 

Beautifully decorated cakes, pies, 
and chocolate dipped strawberries ac- 
companied by steaming cups of cof- 
fee, chocolate, and tea, were just part 
of the many items on hand for the con- 
clusion of the evening at the appeal- 
ing custom-built home of the friendly, 
ardent Chastains. Forest Oaks Proud 
President Ron Kariker and his lovely 
wife, Doris, served as co-hosts. 

Among the guests were the Ron 
Lamberts of Wallis, the Scott Smyths 
of Schulenburg, the Skip Pustcjovskys 
and granddaughter, Keslie, the Ted 
Francis' and sons, Brian and Ted, Ms. 
Peggy Wunneburger, the Dick C'arrs, 
and the George Vandermarks and 
daughters. Paige and Carlee, of Eagle 
Lake. Carlee entertained by playing 
Christmas selections on her (lute dur- 
ing the evening to the delight of ev- 
eryone. 

Missed by all were the George 
Wessels. dedicated supporters of For- 
est Oaks Proud, who just happened to 
be happily cruising the Caribbean for 
the ninth time during another holiday 
vacation. 

Do we have any carpenters in 
the area? 
By Pastor Ken Jones 

I remember the song by Peter, Paul,   afternoon 
and Mary "If I had a hammer" that was 
popular when I was in high school way 
back in the sixties. 

The front steps at the Eagle Lake 
Lighthouse are falling in, and need 
both a new riser and treads. I almost 
fell through the gaps when carrying 
in food for the young people the other 

Continued from Page 1 

Unplug light strings before replacing bulbs. 
Turn off the Christmas lights and all other electrical decorations when you 

sleep and when you leave your home. Consider using a timer to automatically 
rum on and off your electrical decorations according to your schedule. 

Outdoor Decorations 
Before using any light strings, animated displays or other electrical deco- 

rations outdoors, make sure the product is approved by a nationally recog- 
nized certification organization and marked "for outdoor use". 

Never use indoor extension cords outside. 
Keep outdoor electrical connectors above ground and out of puddles. 
Make sure trees decorated with lights are not touching power lines. 
When connecting light strands, wrap a plastic bag around connections and 

tie ends with Teflon tape. 
Do not staple or nail through light strings or electrical/extension cords. 

You could damage the wire or insulation, which could lead to an electrical 
shock or fire. 

Do not decorate after dark when it is difficult to see electrical cords and 
easier to pierce one while hanging light strands. 

I am sure any help would 
be appreciated. 

Cookies, cookies, where are the 
cookie makers'.' 

The Lighthouse has requested that 
anyone who could make some holi- 
day cookies and bring them in on the 
15th or 16th sure would be appreci- 
ated. You say, you don't have the time 
to work with 90 young people, to 
coach, to tutor, to guide, to mentor, and 
to love. Then how about the time to 
make a couple dozen cookies, and 
drop them oft either at the Lighthouse, 
or at Lissie UMC, where Pastor Ken 
will be happy to bring them in to the 
kids. 

Happy ¥h Birthday 

Dec. 12 
Loves, 

Mom and Dad, Hannah, 
Priscilla, Grandma K, and 
MoMo and PoPo Moreida 

Store Wide Christmas Sale 
The Entire Month of December! 

10% • 15% • 20% • Some Items 50% OFF! 
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Living Room Sets 
Mattress Sets 
Entertainment Centers 
Whirlpool Dryers 
Glider Rockers 

Serta 

Dining Room Sets 
Bedroom Sets 
Whirlpool Washers 
Curio Cabinets 
Crosley Ranges 

Recliners 
Hoover Cleaners 
Lamps 
Whirlpool Refrigerators 
Home Furnishing Items 

"T 
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Come In to Register for a FREE Queen 
Size Serta Ceremony Mattress Set 

To be given away Dec. 24, 2004. Drawing at 10 a.m. 

307 E. Main 
•Free Delivery 

Eagle Lake • Phone/Fax 979-234-2534 
•Financing Available *Citi Financial 

Master Card, Visa, Discover, American Express 

The 2004 Colorado County Pecan Poster Contest Winners were announced 
by the Extension Education Association of Colorado County and Texas Co- 
operative Extension, Colorado County. The poster contest, which is held in 
conjunction with the Colorado County Pecan Food Show and Colorado County 
Pecan Producers Show, was open to all elementary and junior high school 
students in Colorado County. The contest is used as a promotion of pecans 
and their uses while illustrating creative use of the contest's theme. This year's 
theme was "Celebrate Pecans". 

Grand Champions received a monetary award of $ 10.00 and Reserve Cham- 
pions received $5.00. All entries in the contest received participation certifi- 
cates. Winners were as follows: Division II Grand Champion, Korby Halla, 
Garwood Elementary; Division III Grand Champion, Kevin Hillmer, Colum- 
bus Jr. High; Division III Reserve Champion, Aerial Hoelscher, Columbus Jr. 
High.     • 

All Pecan Show photos courtesy of the Colorado County Pecan Food Show 
and Colorado County Pecan Producers Show. 

www.barryscortoon5.cofn 

Taco Tony's Mexican Restaurant 
20 Calhoun Road • Eagle Lake • 979-234-3984 

Morning Specials... 
Monday through Sunday, 8 a.m. to 12 noon 

Lunch & Dinner Specials... 
Monday through Thursday, 11 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. and 5 to 8:45 p.m.; 

Friday, 11 a.m. to 9:15 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday... 
Menudo • Caldo de Res •Barbacoa 

Come In & See Our Specials! 
Open: Mon.-Thun.. 8 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. and 5 !o9:15 p.m.; Fri. & Sat., 8 a.m. to 9:15 p.m.; Sunday, 8 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 

5th Annual 
Christmas Coloring Contest 

Pick up picture to be colored at your 
nearest ShoppaJs Farm Supply. 

Deadline to enter is Noon 
Saturday. December 18th. 

Ages: 2 - 5 years old & 6 -10 years old 
PRIZES 

2 - 5 years old 
1st Place - Battery operated Tractor w/Cart 

2nd Place - $100.00 Gift Certificate 
3rd Place - $75.00 Gift Certificate 

6-10 years old 
1st Place - $150.00 Gift Certificate 
2nd Place - $100.00 Gift Certificate 
3rd Place - $75.00 Gift Certificate 

Winners to be announced 
Thursday, December 23, 2004. 
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For everyone on your Christmas LisL.We Carry... 
• John Deere Tools • Jackets & T-Shirts • Boots • Generators 

• Pressure Washers • Space Heaters • Line Trimmers 
• Chain Saws • Pedal Tractors • Tricycles • Train Sets 

• Children's Books • Ornaments 

JOHN DEERE 
EL CAMPO - 979-543-8363 
BAY CITY-979-245-2711 

EDNA-361-782-3301 
EAGLE LAKE - 979-234-5527 

EAST BERNARD - 979-335-4887 


